PACIFIC  TREASURE ISLAND
Colonel Denis, Commander-in-Chief of the New Caledonian
Army, stern soldier as he liked to appear "before the world,
broke down and cried like a child, threatening to commit
.suicide.
The ship had now been identified as a Norwegian freighter
which had brought M. Sautot from New Hebrides.
Denis ordered the semaphore station to signal the ship,
.asking why she was there and ordering her immediately to
go away. When the crowd read the semaphore signals, they
rushed up the steep hill to the semaphore station, and over-
coming the resistance of the officials in charge, signalled the
visitor to come in through the pass. To their great relief
they saw the ship slowly turn and come in through the pass
in the reef 18 kms. distant, and head for Noumea.
Meanwhile, the rumour had spread that the fourteen
leaders at Paita had been arrested. The broussards, reinforced
by Noumeans, jumped into cars and trucks and went out
unopposed through the barricades, returning 400 strong
armed with guns, clubs, pitchforks—every weapon on which
they could lay hands. Back at the barricades the officer-in-
charge telephoned the Governor as to whether or not he
should use his machine-guns, but Denis, seeing resistance was
useless, ordered the officer not to fire.
The leaders went to Denis and said : 4You wanted the
matter decided by force. There you have the result. We
demand permission for Sautot to land.5 Denis refused and
threatened to sink the cutter that tried to land Sautot.
£We demand your capitulation,5 said one of the leaders,
'your complete capitulation,' and once again Colonel Denis
broke down and sobbed.
At 12-30 p.m. M. Henri Sautot landed. The whole
population turned out to meet him at the quay, and,
chanting the Marseillaise, they escorted him to Government
House. After M. Sautot had ordered Colonel Denis to vacate
the governorship by 3 p.m. he immediately went to the
window from where he addressed the crowd, telling them
that from 3 p.m. he would be their Governor.
. After Sautot had gone, Denis circularized all his service

